
     

 

  

 

 

 

Watch the interviews to the 

participants in the SERN 

Training programme 2009  on 

thematic networks on    

 
http://www.sern.eu/audiovisual.htm 

 

Or 

 
http://training.sern.eu  

 

 

 

               
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERN Newsletter 

The members of the SERN Executive 

Board met in Arvidsjaur (Norrbotten 

region) for Fall session of the 

meeting. There were some new 

members: Patrick Leech for Forlì 

municipality, Ake Eltoft for 

Norrbotten Land Lasting and 

Francesco Trivelloni for Union Terre 

Verdiane. After the introduction of 

the new political representatives, 

the Executive Board welcomed 

two new members of the 

Ostergotaland region in the 

network: Motala and Mjolby 

Municipalities. 

The agenda foresaw four main 

topics to be discussed. 

 

1. Revision of the SERN 

strategy and of the guidelines. After 

a fruitful discussion, the members of 

the board decided to give 

mandate to a group of civil 

servants to adapt the strategy 

2007-2009 and to adjust the 

guidelines on the basis of the 

discussion. The group has to 

prepare a report for the February 

Board meeting. One aspect that 

will be discussed in parallel will be 

the new role of the Thematic 

Rapporteurs within the Board. A 

proposal will be presented at the 

next Board meeting. 

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING IN ARVIDSJAUR  

 

2. Preliminary income 

statement 2009 and proposal 

2010. After the presentation of 

the 2009 preliminary income 

statement, which also this year 

will be positive, the Board 

approved the proposal and 

also the proposed budget for 

2010. 

3. SERN training project 2009 

and 2010. The training project 

2009 can be considered a 

success for the number of 

people who have participated 

in it and for the good project 

proposals resulted. It is 

important to highlight that the 

Secretariat applied for a grant 

in 2010 as well receiving a 

positive outcome of the 2010 

application. 

The next Board meeting will 

take place in Scandiano on 

February 20th 2010. 
 

  The Board has identified the 

venue and dates of the next 

general assembly which will be 

held in Piteå (Norrbotten- 

Sweden) between May 6 and 8 

2010. 
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Welcome speech of 

Jerry Johansson ð 

Mayor of Arvidsjaur 

SOME FIGURES ABOUT OUR 2009  
 

 - 7 EU Projects (non LLP) approved 

in 2009  
- 6 LLP partnerships projects  

approved  

- 13 LLP In service training grants 

awarded 

 

 

Total EU co-funding awarded in 

2009:  û 748.168,00 

http://www.sern.eu/audiovisual.htm
http://training.sern.eu/


 

 

 
 

Information on the NTT+ project 

(Network of Twinned Towns)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The project has three main 

objectives:  

- the enhancement of the skills of  

municipal officers  

- the involvement and the active  

engagement of the managers in 

different policy areas within the  

municipality 

- the development of high quality 

thematic network projects among 

the participants. 

 

SERN is the leading partner of an  

European partnership composed of 

the Association of local authorities 

Norrbotten (Sweden),  

the Association of Finnish local and 

 regional authorities (Finland) and  

Diputacion La Coruna (Spain). 

 

The main target group of the project  

are civil servants working in different 

policy frameworks related to the  

topics approached in the project. 

 

The project foresees 3 key actions: 

1.training in the different countries 

2. partnering event 

3. developing of monitoring and  

Quality evaluation tools. 

 

REGISTRATION 

The deadline for registration is  

January 16th 2010.  

Please contact for Italian interested 

participants 

Laura Avanzi (laura.avanzi@sern.eu) 

or Nicola Catellani  

(nicola.catellani@sern.eu). 

For Swedish interested participants,  

Anita Lindfors 

(anita.lindfors@bd.komforb.se)  

or Nicola Catellani. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

respective twinned towns and 

partner municipalities. The 

working groups discussed the 

projects' aims, contents and 

framework in order to be able to 

participate in the next 

application session with 

deadline February 1st 2010. 

 

After the meeting, various 

partner searches have been 

circulated in order to find new 

European partners in order to 

define the partnership which 

needs at least four European 

participating countries. Further 

info available on the relevant 

website of the training 

programme 

http://training.sern.eu 

 

 

2nd TRANSNATIONAL EVENT OF THE SERN TRAINING 

PROGRAMME 2009 

 

The second transnational 

meeting took place in 

Salsomaggiore Terme with two 

intense days  of discussion and 

exchange (17th-18th November 

2009). The event saw the 

participation of about 50 

delegates coming from public 

authorities in Italy, Sweden, 

Finland, Spain and Croatia. The 

meeting was opened with an 

introduction on the contents 

and legal framework of the 

òEurope for citizensó programme 

2007-2013 with a particular focus 

on thematic networking. Four 

working groups have been set 

up in order to put the basis of 

new networks of twinned towns. 

Each group was composed by 

delegates participating to the 

former regional sessions and the 
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What has been achieved: 

4 NEW PROJECT PROPOSALS 

Ÿ Exchange of methods and programmes to increase technical 
and scientific interest and competencies in order to support 
competitiveness 
 

Ÿ Network for an integrated approach to promote and to transfer 
environmental practices for present and future EU generation 
 

Ÿ Transnational network for the management of town twinning/ 
international relations management at local level   
 

Ÿ Welfare policies for integration with active civil society 
 

 

mailto:laura.avanzi@sern.eu
mailto:nicola.catellani@sern.eu
mailto:anita.lindfors@bd.komforb.se
http://training.sern.eu/


 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 
            MANCANO 2 FOTO                                       

  1st EVENT OF THE PROJECT ON "FORWARD 

POLICIES AND ACTIONS FOR SENIORS IN EUROPE      

 

 The first event of the project took place in Skovde in mid-December 

with representatives of all the partners hosted by the leading 

applicant of the project, Skovde municipality.. The participants came 

from France (City of Tours), Germany (Enzkreis), Italy (Parma 

municipality and the 5 municipalities of the Parma Province of the 

Social Agency Pedemontana Sociale and Sweden (Norrkoping and 

Skövde municipalities). 

The meeting aimed to let participants know the statistic situation of 

elderly people and its foresees for the next years. Particular attention 

has been paid to the comparison of trends in the four European 

countries in order to see which policies and action could be useful to 

maintain healthy elderly and to prevent important diseases.  Another 

important subject of the conference was the explanation of the word 

òageismó, which represent different forms of discrimination against 

individuals or groups based on their age. 

The project, which will last until September 2011 with a total of 6 

transnational events, has its next event in Germany, from 17th to 20th 

May 2010. This conference  will be focused on the actions and policies 

to let elderly people actively participate in the social and civil society. 

 

More information on the project website: www.qlse.eu. 

        
 

 

 

 

 

         Plenary session  in Skövde 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two new projects approved 

 

The Eacea Agency has approved 

and co-financed two projects 

which were the results of the first 

transnational meeting of the SERN 

training programme 2009. 

 

˅ The first project has Meldola 

Municipality as leading partners 

and it is focused on the use of 

organic food in local schools in 

order to identify problems and to 

develop solutions through an 

exchange of best practices. One 

important element in this project 

is to analyse the impacts of the 

increased use of organic food on 

the social, economic and 

environmental frameworks. 

The partners in this projects are: 

Molndal municipality (Sweden), 

Buje Municipality (Croatia), 

Wolfhagen Municipality 

(Germany) and Reggio Emilia 

Province and Laives municipality 

(Italy). 

The first event is planned for April 

2010 and the project will last until 

the end of the year 2011. 

 

˅ Rimini municipality is the 

applicant of the second 

approved project called 3x20 

network where a European 

approach towards CO2 emissions 

reduction through awareness 

raising actions will be studied. 

The project sees the participation 

of German  (Landkreis 

Offenbach), Polish (City of 

Bydgoszcz), Swedish (Norrkoping, 

Linkoping and Motala 

municipalities) and Italian (Reggio 

Emilia Province and Rimini 

municipality) partners. The start of 

this project is foreseen for March 

2010 with the planning and 

coordination meeting to be held 

in Reggio Emilia. 

 

 

What s been achieved: 

4 NEW PROJECT PROPOSALS 

Ÿ Exchange of methods and programmes to increase technical 
and scientific interest and competencies in order to support 
competitiveness 
 

Ÿ Network for an integrated approach to promote and to transfer 
environmental practices for present and future EU generation 
 

Ÿ Transnational network for the management of town twinning/ 
international relations management at local level   
 

Ÿ Welfare policies for integration with active civil society 
 

 

http://www.qlse.eu/


 

 
 

 

  
 

SERN SECRETARIAT  

Visits: Viale Aldo Moro 44 (IX Fl.) 

Bologna (Italy) 

Mail: Po Box 6141 

40138 Bologna (Italy) 

 

Phone:  

+39 051516050 

+39 348 3892600 

E-mail: info@sern.eu 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE 

MEMBERS 

 
16 January 2010 ð Deadline for 

registration for NTT+ project 

 

15 January 2010 ð Deadline for 

applications òComeniusó (mobility) 

 

1 February 2010 ð Deadline for 

applications òEurope for Citizensó 

Programme  

 

20 February 2010 ð SERN Board 

Meeting in Scandiano 

 

9-12 March 2010 ð 2nd event of 

Network for innovative local energy 

efficiency policy and territorial 

planning 

 

11-12 March 2010 ð NTT+ project  

Regional training session in Luleå 

 

16-18 March 2010 ð 2nd event of 

Twinnovate project 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

ANNUAL DISSEMINATION AND EVALUATION 

SEMINAR OF THE PRE-SCHOOL PROJECT 
http://pre-schools.sern.eu  

 
The second dissemination seminar took place in Mölndal with a 

particular focus on quality in pre-schools services. The 

participants had the opportunity to listen to presentations on 

quality indicators for pre-schools in the Italian and Swedish 

systems and to discuss on the five focus areas defined for 2009: 

Documentation, outdoor pedagogic, relations with families, 

level of autonomy of the child and creativity and innovation. 

Concerning the 2010 activities and exchanges, the 

coordination group met in Mölndal agreed on the following 

timetable: 

Spring exchange 

May 2nd ð May 15th Swedes to Italy 

May 30th ð June 12th Italians to Sweden 

Autumn exchange 

October 10th ð 23rd October Italians to Sweden 

November 7th ð November 20th Swedes to Italy 

For the autumn exchange the coordination group needs to 

have the declarations of interest by the 15th of March  

Deadlines for applications 

For the spring exchange, the deadline is the 15th of January 

For the autumn exchange the deadline is the 30th of April. 

  

                                                

                           Plenary session in Molndal 
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