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What keeps together the projects we are going to present this morning?

1. Narrate: implementing the Narrative Approach in Early Education
2. The role of the teachers in play activities
3. The storytelling and digital learning
4. The pedagogy of outdoor education 

What does it mean?
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1. NARRATE - Implementing the Narrative Approach in Early Education
2. PLAYING - The role of the teachers in play activities
3. PLANE - Storytelling and digital learning for language development
4. ORE - The pedagogy of outdoor education 

Children learn using the same approach 
a scientist adopts (M. Montessori)



Scientists at work…

They share the results 
with their mates 
(scientific community) 
and discuss them

They eventually “conceptualize” 
their conclusions and spread 
them all over the world

Is it true only for STE(A)M 
subjects?

NOT AT ALL!

General Assembly 2023 - 12 MAY

Starting from their interests, first each  
of them collects “narrations” about 
observations and experiments’ outputs
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Historians at work…

They share the results 
with their mates 
(scientific community) 
and discuss them

They eventually “conceptualize” their 
conclusions and spread them all over 
the world

And what do the children freely do?
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Starting from their interests, first each  of them 
collects “narrations” about archaeological 
discoveries and other history sources
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The children’s natural approach 
to physical and social world 

They share the results with their 
mates (a sort of scientific 
community) and discuss them

They eventually “conceptualize” their 
conclusions and spread them with others 
children and with adults (teachers and 
parents)

But what does the 
traditional school often do?
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Starting from their interests, first each  of 
them collects “narrations” about 
experimentations, observations and 
explorations 
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The BLAH, BLAH, BLAH SCHOOL ……
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What’s the teachers’ role in a school 
based on Peer-to-Peer Education?

Providing triggers!
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We define a trigger in general as every event that happens 
even without planning by a teacher, and that can change 
the course of an active narrative experience carried out by 
the children or, apparently, even to start a new one. It could 
be:
1. An object/book/toy brought to school by a child, or 

found out in the schoolyard, or somewhere in the 
neighborhood;

2. A story narrated by a child, for example, about 
something that happened at home or on holiday;

3. A new unpredictable event occurring out of the school, 
for example, a new building site;

4. A sudden and new interest of a group of children for an 
angle inside the school, or some play material before 
neglected, no matter knowing why;

5. Something a teacher is doing that captures the 
attention of the children, even beyond the teacher’s 
intention and awareness;

6. New attending children or a mate who move to 
another living place and says goodbye;

7. Other things/events…

Teachers can/must:
1. Paying much attention to (and respect) the 

natural interests of the children and to any kind 
of ongoing spontaneous narration among them;

2. Providing new material/toys/books without 
telling why; Adopting heuristic and natural 
(recycled) materials;

3. Changing space organization, adopting a more 
neutral organization and more neutral play 
structures;

4. Emphasizing some important passages in some 
children’s narrative/explorative activities;

5. Bringing children is some unknown place, 
especially outdoor, since outdoor spaces are 
much more unpredictable than the indoor ones. 
Not only natural spaces, bat also “anthropologic” 
spaces.



Where does Peer-to-Peer 
education end up after the 

preschool period?

Someone could think this approach should be confined to 
preschool period, when they say children only play (don’t study).
Nothing could be more wrong than that.

Although not so spread in Italian schools, there are 
learning methodologies, applying to whatever subject, 
based on the same idea of Narrative Approach. For 
example:

The Cooperative Learning
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Basically, whenever students carry out 
workshops as part of their training 
process in some subject, they are 
involved with exploring episodes that 
could be narrated (if the workshop is 
properly organized, of course)



The cooperative Learning

Definition and Background
• Cooperative learning is defined as students working together to “attain group goals that cannot be obtained by working 

alone or competitively” (Johnson, Johnson, & Holubec, 1986).
• The main purpose of cooperative learning is to actively involve students in the learning process; a level of student 

empowerment which is not possible in a lecture format. The underlying premise is founded in constructivist epistemology.
• It is a process which requires knowledge to be discovered by students and transformed into concepts to which the students 

can relate. The knowledge is then reconstructed and expanded through new learning, practical experiences that can be 
narrated to others.

• Learning takes place through dialog among students in a social setting.

A particular way to teach History in a Narrative context: 
Using board games

General Assembly 2023 - 12 MAY
IMPROVING QUALITY IN ECEC THROUGH PEDAGOGICAL INNOVATION

C.L. foresees that students cope with a topic as a 
group of researchers, starting from basic 
information (pieces of evidence, experiences), 
building new meanings and scenarios step by 
step, for new learning processes.
The teacher’s role is to provide new information 
and to stimulate reflections, only through 
questions, avoiding statements.
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What is the Narrative Approach in short?

Definition. The Narrative Approach in Early Education means adopting a teaching style based on

children’s interests and activeness, the respect of their learning time and, overall, supporting

children’s natural tendency to be “story-makers”, and not only “story-listeners”. Children naturally

begin building knowledge starting from stories of their experiences that they store in their memory

and share with other children and adults. This is especially observable when the children acquire

some basic linguistic skills (starting around 24 months), but we can recognize its precursors in many

children’s free activities at the previous age, and in interactions with their caregivers.

Many researchers show that respecting these children’s native attitudes could improve learning

processes, socialization and well-being, especially in schooling.

Despite this evidence, not only a comprehensive methodological tool for Early Education based on it

has not been produced yet, but schooling and teaching are still mainly based on the central role and

interests of teachers (true planners of the activities), conceptualisation and passive use of storytelling

with the children.

NARRATE project:
Building a Narrative approach fostering collaboration between preschools and libraries

Project number: 2020-1-SE01-KA201-077990
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The partners of this Erasmus+ project and some tips about the referring preschool system in the

involved Countries.

The partnership having carried out this project is made up of:

A) Four preschool administrations (as we will mention even later, they belong to very different

European Areas: North, South, East and West, and we think this is an added value):

1. Preschools managed by the Municipality of Piteå (North of Sweden), coordinator.

2. Nurseries and Preschools managed by the Municipality of Imola (North of Italy).

3. Preschools managed by the Municipality of Tallinn (Estonia).

4. Nurseries managed by Elmer School Association in Brussels (Belgium).

B) Two specialized partners:

1. University of Bologna (Italy), Course in Community and School Psychology.

2. SERN – Sweden Emilia-Romagna Network, a subject expert in European projecting and

networking.

The Partners
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FRAMEWORK: How Narrative Approach (NA) in early education could work 
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Documentation puts on a 
narrative dress, like a novel or a 
storytelling

Sidenotes connect each 
passage of the narration to the 
decalogue rules and changes in 
school management
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collaboration with the local libraries

“Appropriateness of storytelling. In the Narrative Approach perspective, storytelling is not an activity

in itself like it is in traditional schooling, but an essential tool to help children in their spontaneous

narrative explorations. We should pay great attention to the importance of making available to

children books that are coherent with the narrative experiences they are carrying out and preferably

located in the spaces where they are carrying them out”.

1. This does not mean that the Narrative Approach perspective

bans children’s literature, not at all; it means that using

children’s books should be coherent with the children’s narrative

interests, not in general, but related to each specific group of

children, following changes and development of this interests.

2. This perspective can promote both how to choose what books

to provide children and where to store them inside the

classroom.

3. About how to choose children’s books and, generally speaking,

how to improve storytelling skills both for children and teachers,

a stable relationship between nurseries/preschools and local

(specialized) libraries is crucial.
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Activities (LTTAs)

The LTTAs were addressed to learn more about some 
scientific and methodological topics arisen during the 
realization of Best Practices.
For these reasons, both LTTAs foresaw a part about 
reflection of the state of the art of the implementation 
of IOs. Actually, this review was carried out in two 
steps:
1. Before each LTTA session, thought an exchange of 

opinions between the organizers of the LTTA and 
the other partners (the exchange was realized 
through both emails and online informal 
meetings), in order to plan the activity.

2. During each LTTA, where, after each training 
session (lectures, workshops, study visits, and so 
on), the participants were involved in a focus 
group around the following questions: How could 
what we have just listen to/make/experiment 
change/improve the implementation of our IOs? 
What could we need to deepen more in order to 
achieve some more appropriate results?

3. After each LTTA, the participants kept in touch 
(usually with FB closed group) to continue 
exchanging opinions, practices, ideas, and so on.

LTTA in Brussels organized by 
Elmer School vzw – April 2022.
Experts/subjects involved:
• Art Basic for Children (ABC);
• Campus Nieuwland and 

C.E.G.O. (agency promoting 
pedagogical innovation);

• Huis van der Kind Noord;
• Lovanio University.
Topics treated:
• Creating a pedagogical 

environment.
• Observing children through 

the glasses of Well-being and 
Involvement in daily school 
life;

• Creative workshop on 
narrative (poetic) and visual 
display of children’s stories

• Mosaic Approach linked to 
Narrative Approach.

• Open the door to Early 
reading

LTTA in Imola organized by Imola 
Municipality – October 2022.
Experts/subjects involved:
• “Senza Zaino” Association
• “Casa Piani” Child Library
• “Il Mosaico” Publishing House, 

specialized in Child Literature 
production

• Family NGOs.
• San Domenico Museum and 

Arte.Na Association
Topics treated:
• How “Senza Zaino” model can help 

implement the Narrative 
Approach.

• How to involve children in building 
illustrated books (Agnese Baruzzi
workshop).

• Involving parents and local 
community to improve storytelling 
with their children.

• Workshop “Painting on walls”.
• Workshop “Clay stories”.
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Thanks for listening

Mr. Daniele Chitti – chittidaniele@gmail.com

Mrs. Miriam Mongardi – i.mongardi.miriam@infanzia.comune.imola.bo.it
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