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EVENT DESCRIPTION SHEET 

(To be filled in and uploaded as deliverable in the Portal Grant Management System, at the due date foreseen in the 
system. 

 Please provide one sheet per event (one event = one workpackage = one lump sum).) 

PROJECT 

Project name and acronym:  

Promoting European Green Deal among citizens in a 
gender equality perspective – EQUAL4GREEN 

Project number: 101156310 

Participant: Sweden Emilia Romagna Network 

PIC number: 949531837 

 

EVENT DESCRIPTION 

Event number: 1 

Event name: BRIDGING GENDER EQUALITY AND SUSTAINABILITY FOR 
LOCAL COMMUNITIES 

Type: Seminar 

In situ/online: In situ 

Location: Cavriago (Italy) 

  

Date(s): 28-29 November 2024 

Website(s) (if any): www.sern.eu/projects/equal4green 

Participants 

Female: 30 

Male: 22 

Non-binary:  

From country 1 - Germany: 4 

From country 2 - Italy: 27 

From country 3 - Finland: 2 

From country 4 – Sweden: 19 

Total number of participants: 52 From total number of countries: 4 

Description 

Provide a short description of the event and its activities. 
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The first event of the Equal4Green project was dedicated to the creation and explanation of the 
European framework in which it is possible the promotion and development of local policies linking 
sustainability and gender equality. Particular attention had been paid to the introduction on the one 
hand, of the European Green Deal and Local Green Deals and to the other hand, of the Gender 
Equality Strategy 2025. 

- Introduction of the EGD and of the Gender Equality Strategy 

Thanks to the participation of experts from ICLEI and ARUP, participants had the opportunity to have 
a clear picture of the framework of action and the state of art of the European Green Deal. 

Giacomo Santangelo (ICLEI expert) highlighted the EU policy context 2020-2024 in which EGD was 
developed introducing two main elements:  

1. What is a Local Green Deal?  

 A Local Green Deal is a strategic governance approach designed to accelerate and 
scale up a city’s sustainable transformation, in line with the goals of the EU Green 
Deal. 

  It builds on and integrates existing strategies, initiatives, legislation, market and 
financial incentives into a coherent approach designed to expedite the 
implementation of the EGD at the local level  

2. What does it aim to do?  

• Put the Sustainable Development strategy at the core of all local government decision-making 
rather than a single strategy from one department  

• Address and overcome the lack of integrated policies and capacity to implement them, by 
encouraging the adoption of an integrated horizontal approach to governance.  

• Ensure multilevel governance of strategies, budgets and initiatives through agreements, both at 
different levels of government (vertical) and between local stakeholders (horizontal). 

 

Sara Londrini (ARUP expert) put her attention on the development of Local Green Deals in which local 
authorities and cities play an essential role.  

The local green deals methodology was the focus of the presentation with the analysis of the 7 steps 
for development:  

The first three steps allow to create the city background for the deal development and implementation 

1. Build the case 

2. Appoint a team to manage and coordinate LGDs 

3. Identify existing strategies and actions plans 

The other four steps allow to focus on the interaction between municipalities and local stakeholders in 
the implementation and assessment phases: 

4. Lay the ground for partnerships 

5. Assess the legal and fiscal framework conditions 

6. Make the deal  

7. Monitor progress and promote results. 

 

The other main topic of the framework was the explanation of the Gender Equality Strategy and some 
local examples that transformed theory into concrete policies. 

Sara Candiracci, ARUP research director, introduced the topic of designing cities that work for women 
with particular attention to the strategies to increase the sense of safety and security, justice and 
equality, health and wellbeing and spaces, facilities and events to increase women’s potentials.  

 

Chiara Manaresi introduced the case study of the city of Bologna in which, starting from taking into 
consideration gender issues in municipal policies, the reduction of the gender gap in urban projects 
was implemented. Three elements were essential to concretise this approach: the development of 
urban planning guidelines with a gender perspective, the creation of gender indicators to improve 
urban projects and the publication of the city gender atlas.  
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Thanks to these introductive presentations, participants had the opportunity to get information and 
training on the main topics of the project and run transnational work group sessions to discuss the 
main challenges related to their own local reality.  

 

- Presentation of local projects in Italy, Sweden, Finland, and Germany: mapping local 
realities and challenges  

In order to have a more complete picture of European examples, project partners presented their local 
experiences and then, split into small multinational groups, discussed local challenges related to 
gender equality and environmental sustainability. 

The Finnish partners presented the practices developed in the city of Tampere and in the city of 
Vaanta focused on the equality work in the city, underlining the intentional and conscious work for the 
promotion of equality based on equality planning and integrating equality in normal everyday work. 
Special attention is dedicated to the education framework: all educational institutions make their own 
equality and non discrimination plan. 

The Swedish partner introduced the topic of a green initiative for a neutral climate urban center by 
2030 in Trollhättan, linked to their participation to the Local Green Deals experience. This 
initiative has three main objectives: to support citizens’ sustainable lifestyle, to promote lower 
climate impact than an average project and to build a variety of housing and public spaces for 
different groups of citizens (also vulnerable ones).  

The German parter presented the topic of gender equality linked to the inclusion of all citizens in 
different community sectors: education, participation, employment, health and protection 
against violence and non-discrimination.  

The Italian presented project was linked to the experience of the Parma Municipality and the 
implementation of the city gender atlas. 

 

- Discussion Panel on the topic: is the European Green Deal gender-blind?  

The topic of sustainability in a gender perspective is one of the hot topic in the EU political agenda. 
The Italian MEP Annalisa Corrado introduced the actions that the European Parliament planned to 
implement in the 2024-2029 period. She discussed with Roberta Mori, Emilia Romagna Region and 
Cecilia Burenby, Mjolby municipality about the local impact of the European laws for citizens’ lives. 

All presentations held during the seminar are uploaded on the project digital page: 
www.sern.eu/projects/equal4green  

 

 Panel with MEP 
Annalisa Corrado 
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Presentation of the Italian practice in Parma: the City Gender Atlas 

 

 

Some of the participants in the seminar 
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