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LEAF - Learning and Engaging for
action on biodiversity - friendly SMEs
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Duration - 12 months (January - December 2025)
Funding programme: Erasmus+ Small Scale cooperation partnership
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In Ime W|th EU’s Green Deal and Blodlver5|ty Strategy for 2030 the project wants
to address critical challenges related to biodiversity and sustainability.

SMEs, which form the backbone of the European economy - particularly in Emilia

! Romagna and Vastra Gotaland - face significant gaps in understanding and
implementing biodiversity practices.

! The need to integrate biodiversity into corporate governance, restore ecosystems, and

*  promote greeninfrastructure in urban and peri-urban areas.

! Industrial expansion and urbanization have led to habitat loss, with limited efforts

targeting industrial areas or involving SMEs in conservation efforts.
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Project Goals

To increase the capacity of SMEs to adopt and implement strategies and practices that
make a positive contribution to biodiversity in industrial areas.
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Raising awareness among
SMEs about the
importance of biodiversity
and the role that
businesses can play inits
conservation.
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ldentify the training needs
of entrepreneurs and
municipal professionals
both in Italy and Swedenin
relation to the knowledge
and skills required to
integrate biodiversity
considerations into
business practices




Targets

. Urban planners and environmental officer

» Business owners and managers

« Employees

. Representatives of business/Industry
assoclations

. VET trainers and researchers in the field of
biodiversity: professionals that provide training
and development programs for

« SMEs and municipal staff.




Activities
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Kick-off meeting in Italy
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Mapping of local good practices on how to integrate Y ‘t y
biodiversity consideration into business practices + v ,'w?
dedicated counselling to SMEs \

Transnational seminar in Sweden aimed at creating a space for a
collaborative discussion about enhancing biodiversity practices within
SMEs

Final report on training needs on knowledge gaps and skills
for integrating biodiversity into business and
environmental/city planning practices.
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Increased knowledge and awareness among

0
RESUltS g q&‘ SME about biodiversity and its importance for

local sustainable development
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__AZ— ® Provided counseling ana
n “ 1 strategic support to SMEs

Established a collaborative
network of stakeholders
committed to biodiversity
conservation

Good examples/showcases in
Sweden and ltaly on how to
integrate biodiversity into business
practices shared

. Relevant VET-needs about
‘ﬂ biodiversity conservation in
“%8 industrial areas identified



THANK YOU!

@ i @ Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European
o Union or the European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.

i% .nm-f‘*"'lﬁh‘ : [Project number: 2024-2-SE01-KA210-VET-000294227]
Tomavans £+ fOretagarna

SERN

d ..:“= $ =.
::-'%:,ﬁ:;,. aetanget. @ WWW.SERN.EU/LEAF/
..':..:tﬁ'-

s

O] il



https://www.sern.eu/leaf/
https://www.sern.eu/leaf/

